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In 2004, for the first time, there was a broad survey of
attendees at the big annual UK bisexual gathering BiCon. It
was conducted by a bisexuality research group active at the
time called BiBlio.
The survey was one of a variety of initiatives that came out of the
January 2004 Bi Activism Conference, to develop collaboration and
communication between the bisexual community and activist /
volunteer community, and those engaged in research about
bisexuality, bi life and the bi community.
It was twenty years since the first BiCon then, and it was noted
that no information was being gathered looking at who came to
the event - despite it being the largest visible aspect of the selforganised UK bi community. The only information being gathered
was via the BiCon registration form, principally about income, and
even that it was not being kept or monitored year-on-year to look
for trends in who came to the event. When talking to the media,
health organisations or other agencies about BiCon, conference
organisers had little data to go on; they also couldn't say who was
being missed by existing marketing or examine the effects of
publicity year on year.
Ange and Laurence devised and analysed the first year’s survey in
2004 and I am grateful to them for their work pioneering the
survey. Every year bar one since then survey has and circulated
again, sometimes with small changes made in response to feedback
or specific research priorities at the time. The current equivalent
of BiBlio, BiUK, has the paper survey forms from each year’s survey.
This is the first time the findings have been published for a BiCon
since 2004 though, so the results of the 2013 BiCon survey are
presented in contrast with the findings from 2004. I hope BiUK
will be able to complete further work from the intervening years so
that the people who returned the forms in that time will not feel
their effort was wasted, and so that it will be easier to explore
trends over time in the attendance of the UK’s largest bisexual
community event.
My deep thanks to: the Equality Network’s James Hiwatari for data
entry work and Sam Rankin for helping with getting the surveys
printed this time; to the BiCon 2013 team for continuing the fine
tradition of making sure every attendee is given a survey form as
they arrive at the event; and to the 79 respondents who handed or
posted their survey forms in.

Jen Yockney

Summary: 2013
The survey form was distributed with the conference programme and other information
when attendees arrived and registered at BiCon. Forms were kept available from the main
desk and were filled in and returned anonymously at BiCon or afterwards by post to the
mailbox of BiPhoria, the UK’s longest-running bisexual organisation.
There were 79 responses, something of a drop compared to the 92 in 2004, against BiCon
attendance of 273 in 2004 and 311 in 2013. That drop may be ‘noise’ or may reflect:
- that there were 2 surveys handed out at BiCon 2013, and people
may have only filled in one;
- that the findings of the annual BiCon surveys since 2005 have largely gone
unpublished, losing community ‘goodwill’ for taking part in such research from
year to year;
- that unlike 2004, the 2013 BiCon did not have a ‘Freepost’ return facility for
the survey forms to be easily sent back in.
However, 79 responses is still a useful data set representing something like a quarter of all
attendees. In the next few pages we explore how this urban bi and ally population has
changed since 2004.
As in 2004 we found around two thirds of attendees had been to BiCon before - and it
seems that typically 2013 was an attendee’s fourth BiCon. This challenges the reading of
the data from 2004, whose report suggested a three year “arrive, socialise, form own clique”
cycle of attendance.
BiCon attendees are still much better academically qualified than the population at large,
and continue to report higher rates of mental health issues.
There appears to be some shift though toward a more balanced representation between
different income groups, which might reflect the work done to develop the equality fund /
helping hand fund over the years.
Finally, we have information on what LGBT press and social websites attendees use. This
may help future organising teams to know where people who are likely to go to BiCon get
their queer news, both online and in print.

Demographics: Age

2004

As in 2004, the majority of BiCon 2013 attendees were over 30, which contrasts with the
emphasis on youth in many parts of the gay scene, though equally nearly three quarters of
respondents were under 40. The biggest shift has been an approximate halving in youth
(under 25) attendance. A number of factors may be in play including the growing cost of
attendance, especially if staying onsite, and the difference between holding an event in a
long recession versus a comparative ‘boom time’. Manchester 2004 was also held in a city
that had in fairly recent times had a bisexual youth group, and though BiCon is in the
academic summer vacation Manchester’s term-time student population is broadly twice that
of Edinburgh*.

Demographics: Ethnicity
In 2004 this question was noted as producing “99% were of a white ethnicity, with a mix of
other backgrounds within that, Irish / Welsh / Scottish being the most common.” That
proportion is similar for 2013; the answers given being as below.
American 1
British 4
caucasian 1
Chinese (taiwan)
Dutch 1
European 1
human 1
Irish, British 1
Irish 1
Latin American 1

1

Mediterranean 1
Mixed White British 1
mixed white/asian 1
mixed/scottish 1
politically black mixed white
and black caribbean 1
Scottish
1
White 16
White (Anglo-Jewish) 1
White British 29

white British (Welsh)
white caucasian 1
White English 1
White European 3
white French 1
white Scottish 3
white Welsh 2
White/Jewish 1

2

* http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_universities_in_the_United_Kingdom_by_enrollment, as
at 2 Feb 2014: Manchester 40680, Manchester Met 34595, Salford 21755; Edinburgh Napier
14060, Edinburgh 31323. Totals 97030 v 45383.

Demographics: Location
In 2004 this question showed 82% of attendees were from England and 3% from outside the
UK. With BiCon being held in Scotland in 2013, these answers may be particularly
interesting at a time when national identity was in particular focus following the
announcement of the Scottish Independence Referendum in Autumn 2014.
Ÿ England: 57% (21% stating both “UK” and “England” and 32% just “England”)
Ÿ Scotland: 31% (3% mentioning “UK”)
Ÿ Wales 3%, Ireland 3%, Other 5%.
That’s something like a 200% increase in attendance from Scotland likely due to the
conference being held in Edinburgh. One of BiCon’s established patterns is of being held in
a different city each year, with the intention to break down geographical barriers to
participation.
Geographical breakdown within the UK showed as in 2004 that there is a broad correlation
between cities which are currently listed in Bi Community News magazine as having active bi
groups and areas with strong attendance at BiCon shown in the survey, as well as a
noticeable “bubble” of local attendees near to Edinburgh this year and Manchester in 2004.
The correlation is also repeated that areas with large cities that do not have organised bi
groups do not seem to be represented, for example Newcastle in the North East of England.
The two places that buck this trend are Cardiff and Bristol, which both have small bi groups
in 2013 but do not appear in the data set - this is probably a mix of “margin of error” due
to sample size, and the greater distance from those cities to BiCon in 2013 compared to
other recent years.
The next page has a map giving broad locations of the respondents to the survey, the
locations of local bi social and support groups actively meeting in July 2013 and the 2013
BiCon.
The 2004 survey noted that 77% of respondents lived in a large town or city (population
over 100,000). This was 62% in 2013, though 81% lived within a five mile radius of one.
In 2004, despite being held in Manchester 27% of attendees were from London, and only
13% of survey respondents from the North West. This time 10% were from North West
postcodes, 13% London, and 26% from the Scottish ‘central belt’ around Glasgow /
Edinburgh.

' Crown copyright 1999
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The 2004 survey found 76% of attendees were employed, 15% in full time education and the
rest were unemployed (3%) or on long term sick leave or similar. In 2013 that had shifted
to 68% employed, 13% in full time education, with 14% unemployed, 5% as full-time carers
and 4% looking after home / family. The official UK unemployment rate in 2004 was 4.7%
and in 2013 was 7.8%.
The income distribution has shifted noticeably compared to the 2004 results as shown in
the graph above. The ‘equality fund’ that was in place to help those on low incomes or with
access needs to attend in 2004 has become a much more fully developed part of how BiCon
works which is likely to be a factor in the change.
As in 2004 the income distribution is skewed toward low incomes especially considering the
education qualifications of attendees.
The 2013 survey added an additional income band of £75,000+, which we cannot break
down from the 2004 figures. 5.1% were on £50-£75k and another 5.1% reported incomes of
£75k+

Demographics: Education
89% are educated to at least first degree level. 54% (2004: 46%) of attendees have a
degree as their highest qualification, and 37% (33%) have a postgraduate degree or
professional qualification. This is a unusually high level of education, and may raise
questions for activists about the representativeness of the ‘organised’ bi scene - though
BiCon is clearly only one aspect of that scene.
In the 2004 report these figures were flagged up and Cassidy & Brewer suggested marketing
online might be a factor, however the shift in internet access and use in the general
population since then does not appear to have widened participation. Another part of the
explanation might be around who is likely to fill in and return a conference survey form.

Demographics: Religious / Spiritual Beliefs
Belief
None
Atheist
Agnostic
Pagan
Christian
Humanist
Buddhist
Hindu
Muslim
Jewish
Sikh
Other

2004 (%)
35
14
13
12
8
3
10
0
0
0
0
10% *

2013
23
32
19
1
9
0
3
0
0
4
0
11% **

As in 2004, the majority of people said they had no religion, were agnostic or atheist.
(74% vs 62% in 2004)

* - 2004 “Other” noted 1 quaker, 2 unitarian, 4 combination
** - 2013 “Other”: Norse Pagan, Secularist, Christo-pagan, Independent Relationship with
god(s), “Heathen, Shamanic”, “PV, Natural”, Satanism, “Pagan, Wiccan”, 2 Quaker, 1 as
“other”.

Demographics: Physical & Mental Health
50% of respondents experience either one (31%) or more than one (19%) physical or
mental health issue which affects their day-to-day life. In 2004 those figures were 35% of
attendees with a 24%:12% split.
It was noted at the time of the 2004 report that then-recent research was starting to show
that bi people suffer higher rates of mental health problems than lesbians and gay men,
who in turn have higher rates than the general population. The body of similar research
findings in different health areas has grown since.
Impairment

2004 (%)

2013

Mental health issue

25

43

Unseen impairment (eg diabetes,
epilepsy)

12

16

Learning difficulty (eg dyslexia)

5

4

Hearing impairment

3

5

Mobility impairment

3

6

Visual impairment

2

4

Speech impairment

0

0

Mental Health Issue

2004 (%)

2013

Depression

16

24

Anxiety

8

10

Self-harm

8

0

Seasonal affective disorder

7

0

Panic disorder

3

1

PTSD
Bipolar disorder

3
2

1
0

Obsessive compulsive disorder

2

1

Eating disorder

1

1

Schizoaffective disorder

1

0

Borderline personality disorder

0

1

Phobia

0

0

Postnatal depression

0

0

Schizophrenia/psychosis

0

0

Other

3*

**

* - 1 each of: adult attention deficit disorder,aspergers, burn-out
** - 2 unspecified physical issues, 2 asperger’s, 1 each of: fibromyalgia, paranoia, ADD,
seizures, autistic spectrum, dysthymia.

Demographics: Previous BiCons attended
It is ‘folk lore’ amongst BiCon organisers that around one third of attendees each year are
new. The 2004 survey gave a slightly higher figure for this with 60% having attended a
BiCon before; the 2013 puts this at 65%, but both figures broadly confirm that one-third
approximation.
Respondents were asked which BiCons they had been to: this is plotted below on the same
graph as the 2004 survey (the figures for which naturally run up to 2003, which at the time
was the last previous BiCon). The analysis done in 2004 suggested that perhaps there was a
three-year BiCon attendance cycle shown in the figures as people came for a few years, met
friends and then spun off into their own social group; the 2013 survey has a much smoother
line of decline over time.
Each BiCon typically attracts 200 - 300 people. The one-third-new cycle suggests that it has
across the thirty years reached many more people than each individual year’s attendance - if
we assume around 80 new people each year then something of the order of 2,500 have
taken part in a BiCon and the bi-positive space it creates at some time.
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Around 5% did not know anyone who would be at BiCon this year before they attended. In
2004 that was 7% - no significant change suggested.
94% of respondents said they had at some time labelled as bisexual. This may be accurate
or might reflect that bi attendees are more likely to feel they ‘should’ fill in the annual
survey - something that might be reflected on for how the survey is presented, if it
continues to be run in future.

Publicity: What gets people to attend BiCon?
From all respondents, 55% found out about BiCon from friends, 20% from a local bi group,
12% online and 5% from a partner.
Of those recording as first time attendees, the distribution was 44% from friends, 28%
from bi groups, 12% from partners and 12% online.
In 2004 those figures had been 38% from friends, 16% from groups, 16% partners and 25%
from the internet - that may mean there was a change or it might be about how people
remember and describe things: if a friend mentioned BiCon on Facebook was that finding
out online or from a friend?
As in 2004, it seems print publicity may act as a tool for friends or bi groups to pass on the
information about BiCon but seems not to get people to attend the conference on its own.
The strong relationship between bi groups and BiCon reflects both the shared community
history and that BiCon may be seen as the “next step” for people who seek out the bi or
bi-friendly space that local bi groups offer.

Expectations: Why attend BiCon?
Being in a bi space remains the most important thing for the attendees, along with
motivations around sex and relationships. The gender free / gender unimportant space
question has been added since 2004 because it was written in by so many respondents that
year, and is a factor for about a third of respondents in why they attended. It is an
interesting contrast to online discourse around bisexuality: the idea that “bi = binary” is
contradicted by what BiCon attendees seem to be saying of bi space.
Expectation
I want to be in a bisexual space, where
bisexuality isn't seen as different

2004 (%)

2013

84

78

I want to meet other bisexual people

68

72

To have sex

24

25

I want to find a bisexual partner
I am coming to support my bisexual
partner
I think I might be bisexual and want to
find out more
To be in a gender-free space

17

Other

15

14

7

8

-

36

37% *

0

* - stated ‘other’ expectations, 2004: friends/fun, queer/genderfree safe space, learning,
organising / volunteering.
** - stated ‘other’ expectations, 2013: learning, networking, discussion, “being myself”,
safe spaces.

Gender:
In 2004 the gender answers were divided for analysis into three groupings: female (more ->
only), male (more -> only) and trans/genderqueer.
The 2013 answers are here presented in broad category comparison with those from 2004.
As the percentages reflect, with people holding more than one label, this is not an area
where totals will add up to a nice round 100%.

Female (more -> only)
2004: 47%
Female (more -> only)
2013: 65%

Trans /
Genderqueer 19%

Male (more -> only)
36%

Trans/“Middle”/
Genderqueer 14%

Male (more ->
only) 32%

Sexuality:
Identity
Bisexual
Homosexual / Lesbian / Gay
Straight / Heterosexual
Asexual
Queer
Transgender
Androgynous
Monogamous
Non-monogamous
Celibate
Don't use a term
BDSM

2004
85
22
10
2
51
17
9
21
36
4
12
–

2013
78
9
6
4
42
1
–
–
–
–
0
38

As in 2004, in 2013 there were many respondents indicating more than one label or term
when asked about their sexuality. Anecdotally many people at BiCon are straight or gay
partners and allies: it might be we are finding lower numbers of respondents with these
identities if the survey is perceived as being “for bi attendees” rather than for everyone
coming to the conference.
The wording of this question has changed slightly leading to the “–” notes; for example
BDSM was not listed in 2004.

Relationships:

The 2004 survey summarised the findings of its relationship question as
- Not in a relationship 14%
- Married 18%
- In an open / poly relationship 40%
This question has been revised since the 2004 survey.
2013’s version asked about numbers of partners and for gender and sexual orientation of
each, if known.
77% of respondents in 2013 listed relationships. Of those 57% listed one partner, 43%
more than one; the simple (mean) average number of partners listed was 1.7 per respondent
listing any relationship. Of the partners of those listing relationships, 67% were described
as bisexual, 23% as straight and 4% as gay. 9% were described as trans and 3% as
genderqueer.
When asked for the terms they used to describe their relationships: 25% monogamous, 36%
as non-monogamous and 56% as polyamorous. 11% ticked single.
24% were married and 5% in civil partnerships. The ONS records around 240,000 marriages
as conducted a year in the UK and 7,000 civil partnership ceremonies (2011 figures).

Demographics: Media and Social Media
This is an area that did not seem to warrant inclusion when the 2004 survey was developed.
Social media was much simpler and marketing events was more reliant on print media and
editors, and less on creating ‘viral’ interest online. BiCon 2001 ran an “online only”
marketing campaign that saw attendance halve compared to BiCon 2000; the world of 2013
is very different.

This pair of charts show usage
of popular social and dating
websites.
This is an area that has
transformed since 2004 when
most ‘social media’ marketing
and discussion of BiCon was
probably on LiveJournal, which
in the mid 00s was a clear
online hub of the UK bi scene.
Facebook and Twitter are
probably the two best-known
social networking websites in
2013. LiveJournal still has a
strong base among people who
attend BiCon but the difference
between the two charts reflects
its decline as a “check every
day” site.
Fetlife is a BDSM / fetish
community social networking
site with strong representation.
OKCupid has a reputation as one
of the more ‘bi-friendly’ dating
websites.

This chart shows regular /
always readership of some of
the highest profile LGBT
magazines in the UK in 2013.
It seems likely most years
BiCons would produce a lower
figure for ScotsGay than 2013.
BCN, Journal of Bisexuality and
BiJou are bi titles; Diva and g3
target lesbian & bi women;
Attitude and GT gay men;
ScotsGay, Out North West and
Midlands Zone are broad LGBT
titles.
This graph places the survey in
time - Out North West ceased
publishing a few months later.

That concludes the findings of the 2013 survey.
If you have any queries please feel free to get in touch on jen@biphoria.org.uk - I cannot
promise to be able to answer them all!

